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CHIEF 
CONVENER'S

ADDRESS

ery good morning to all present here, my name is VOlajide and I'll be giving the welcome speech for 
today's conference and kicking off the half-day 

event.

In the next five minutes of my welcome speech for 
conference, I'll be walking you through what the 
conference is about, how useful it is for you and what 
does the future hold for all of us in the context of the 
theme of this conference.

Professor A.D Lawton, in his inaugural lecture, eminently 
remarked, tax is everyone's field. Alluding to this truth is 
to also say, expertise and mentoring must also be added 
to it. Our field is the most potent tool with which to 
transform any society, and there is hardly any society 
that can survive without tax.

This epoch conference which is set to change the face of 
tax practice, globally, and also contribute immensely to 
importance issues hovering around the all important 
role of women in tax, role of professionals in tax and the 
role of blockchain and technology in tax administration. 
Every year governments from across the world grapple 

with funding their budgetary needs thereby harping on 
the revenue gotten from individuals and companies. 
This poses different technalities as with every human 
endeavour. But satisfying so, is that tax will forever be 
with us and getting knowledge in it is pertinent.

There can be no discussion about the future of a nation, 
field or community without discussing the all important 
role of women in it. They are shapers and should be at 
the forefront of policy making, laws and administration 
which requires a lot of skills  innately possessed by 
women.

Tax administration is susceptible to aggresivesness and  
presents a bit of complexity as regard the enforcement 
of tax statutes, meeting revenue milestones and relating 
with Taxpayers. Taxpayers are never satisfied with the 
relationship and always wish for more and better ways to 
lawfully comply and even pay less. Technology and 
Block chain have proven for almost a decade to have the 
potency to enhance the complex relationship between 
Taxpayers and the revenue authorities. Are nations 
better off with Technology and Block chain? And do they 
pose any challenge? Do we need more techies and 
block chain experts in tax? Do we need more investment 
in tax tech?

The relationship between tax payers and administrators 
religiously creates a vacuum that can only filled only by 
academia, multilateral institutions, professional bodies, 
tax, legal and accounting firms in the areas of 
scholarship, trainings, taxpayers education, skills 
acquisition and mentoring for stakeholders. More 
investment must be done in these areas and a sinful 
compliance defeats the future. We all default in some 
ways, but changing the game will require of a bit of 
righteousness.

This conference has brought together thought leaders 
in tax and high profile panelists from across the globe to 
contribute to the future of tax practice.
I specially welcome you all, and if it is not too early, I want 
to thank all committee members and co-conveners for 
bringing to the tax community this great opportunity to 
learn and network.

Thank you all.

To watch: 
youtu.be/O0bbbz0Qc4Q
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 udith Freedman is Pinsent JMasons Professor of Taxation 
Law and Policy at the University 

of Oxford. 

From 2001 -2019 she was the 
inaugural statutory Professor of 
Taxation Law at Oxford University 
Law Faculty and  one of the founders 
of the Oxford University Centre for 
Business Taxation Centre. 

She has written extensively on 
various  topics including  small 
business taxation, tax avoidance and 
tax policy making.  

She was a member of the Aaronson 
General Anti-Avoidance Rule Study 
Group and has served on many other 
policy committees. 

In 2020 she was appointed to the 
Board of the UK Office of Tax 
Simplification.  

She is a member of the Council of the 
UK Institute for Fiscal Studies (IFS) 
and Chair of the IFS Tax Law Review 
Committee. 

Judith is general editor of the British 
Tax Review as well as being on the 
editorial boards of several other 
journals. 

Prof. Freedman has been appointed 
a CBE for her services to tax 
research and  as an Honorary Fellow 
of the Chartered Institute of Taxation. 

She was elected a Fellow of the 
British Academy in 2016.

SPEAKER 
Keynote 

To watch: 
youtu.be/Ba-g2PgzWvI
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COMPERE

TIMILEHIN JOSHUA OJO

MORENIKE OMOTAYO OJO

imilehin is an astute legal practitioner who Tobtained his Bachelor of Laws degree from the 
Lagos State University. His practice interest cuts 

across General Corporate/Commercial transactions and 
Disputes Resolution. He has a proven interest in 
Taxation Law, for which he has authored a few articles in 
this respect with a growing interest in the Digital 
economy. His major exposure in the practice of law 
touches on areas such as Corporate Governance and 
Commercial transactions, Company Secretarial 
services, Labour and Employment Relations, Land 
transactions and title verification, amongst others.

Timilehin possesses a natural interest in Human rights 
and Constitutional related matters with few paper in this 
regard, this translates to his interest in Policymaking and 
formulation. As a member of few professional bodies, 
Timilehin continues to gain exposure and stay informed. 
He is always ready to take up new challenges and 
deliver on them, participating in various sporting 
activities and public speaking are Timilehin's signature 
style.

orenike is a Legal practitioner and Senior MAssociate at Professor A.B. Kasunmu's 
Chambers LP with a keen interest in 

Alternative Dispute Resolution, particularly Mediation. 

Morenike is a Certified ODR Practitioner, a Certified 
Mediator with the Lagos Multi-door Courthouse (LMDC), 
a Mediation Advocate, an Associate Member and a 
Certified Arbitral Secretary of the Chartered Institute of 
Arbitration (CIArb UK) Nigeria Branch and a member of 
the Panel of Neutrals of the LCA/CIArb ADR-MSME 
Scheme, 

She is also a Chartered Secretary and Administrator with 
the  Ins t i tu te  o f  Char te red  Secre ta r ies  and 
Administrators of Nigeria (ICSAN), a member of the 
Nigerian Bar Association and also  a �member of the 
International Bar Association.

MODERATOR
Keynote Speech
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 teven Dean is professor of law at SBrooklyn Law School.  His 
teaching focuses on individual 

and corporate tax. 

He writes and podcasts about tax law 
and social enterprise. His scholarship 
addresses the impact of neoliberalism 
and racial capitalism and the evolving 
relationship between financial profit 
and social mission evident in the 
emergence of social enterprise, impact 
i n v e s t i n g ,  a n d  u n r e g u l a t e d 
philanthropy. 

In addition to traditional law review 
articles and essays in journals such as 
the NYU Law Review and the Emory 
Law Journal, Dean has written for a 
range of publications including The 
Nation. 

He has also coauthored two books, 
Federal Taxation of Corporations and 
Corporate Transact ions (Aspen 

Publishers 2018, with Brad Borden) 
and Social Enterprise Law: Trust, 
Public Benefit and Capital Markets 
(Oxford University Press 2017, with 
Dana Brakman Reiser). 

He has served as Vice Dean at 
Brooklyn Law School and, while a 
Visiting Professor of Law at NYU 
School of Law, as Faculty Director of 
its Graduate Tax Program. 

He is a member of the Executive 
Committee of the New York State 
Bar Association’s Tax Section and 
its Committee on Professional 
Ethics.

Dean graduated from Yale Law 
S c h o o l  a n d  e a r n e d  h i s 
undergraduate degree in Political 
Economy at Williams College. 

He previously practiced tax law at 
Debevoise & Plimpton and Cravath, 
Swaine & Moore.

SPEAKER
Guest 

STEVEN DEAN

To watch: 
youtu.be/5AwCSTU0JVs
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 Olamilekan popularly known as 
“Kingpexxie” with Over 57 awards won 
is a household name in the Nigerian 
Entertainment and Legal Space, as he 
had carved a  Niché for himself over 
the years, where he currently serves at 
the Managing Partner at Lekan 
Bamidele and Co, a 360 legal advisory 
law firm in Lagos Nigeria. 

His  presence and note worthy 
contribution to the social media sphere 
in Nigeria and Africa generally at large 
cannot be understated, which landed 
him as the 4th Most Influential Young 
Nigerian of 2018 alongside Davido, 
footballer Ahmed Musa and more from 
a survey carried out by a Ghaninan 
based research agency “Avance 
Media”. This further  also got him on 
the No 4 spot on a High profile List 
called “The Top 17 Young social Media 
Influencers of 2017”.

Olamilekan's love for brand building 

and digital marketing has earned 
him the favorite spot on the list of 
Major Multi national brands like 
One.org,  Pepsi ,  Union bank, 
American Honey, Mc dowell, Coca-
Cola Nigeria, Intel, Hp, MTN Nigeria, 
Globacom, Sunlight, Martel cognac, 
Yudala etc. 

He was also in the Goodluck 
Jonathan's presidential online 
media campaign team from 2014 till 
the year 2015 presidential election.

Bamidele Olamilekan 

MODERATOR
Guest Speech

To watch: 
youtu.be/caPLCb6pcP4
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SPEAKER

DESINA ISAAC ADEDAYO, FCTI A(PRESIDENT/CHAIRMAN OF 
COUNCIL)

Ade is popularly called ‘The Thinking 
Oracle’ and he is a specialist in Risks 
Management and Economic Model 
Building.

He obta ined h is  B .Sc .  degree in 
Accounting from the Nasarawa State 
University, Keffi in 2017.

He is a Fellow of both the Chartered 
Institute of Taxation of Nigeria and the 
Institute of Chartered Accountants of 
Nigeria.

He acquired his professional experience 
from the Office of the Auditor General for 
the Federation (1984-1993) and the firms 
of Adetona Isichei& Co (Chartered 
Accountants) in 1993 (which later became 
known as Akintola Williams Deloitte) and 
was there until May 2002 when he left 

Akintola Williams Deloitte to start his tax 
and audit practice.

He practices taxation and accounting 
under the auspices of his two firms known 
as AIA Professionals (Chartered Tax 
Practitioners) and Adesina Adedayo & Co. 
(Chartered Accountants).

Over the years, Ade had served as 
member, Vice Chairman I & II and 
Chairman of various committees of the 
Chartered Institute of Taxation of Nigeria, 
like the CITN Think Tax, Lagos District 
Society, Social & Publicity Committee, 
Annual Tax Conference Committee, JTB 
Education Committee, Tax Practice 
Monitoring Committee, Finance and 
General-Purposes Committee to mention 
but a few.

He also was a member and CITN 
Representative of National Tax Policy 
Review Committee (an initiative of the 
Federal Ministry of Finance).

Ade rose through the ranks to become a 
Council Member, an EXCO member, 
Deputy Vice President and Vice President 
of the Chartered Institute of Taxation of 
Nigeria, a position he held till June 2021. 
Ade also served in other Professional 
bodies.

Ade holds a Special Executive Masters in 
Le a d e r s h i p  &  St r a t e g y  f r o m  t h e 
Metropolitan School of Business and 
Management (UK).

To watch: 
youtu.be/myQUZlaIYPc
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PANELISTS 1st Panel Session:

Role of Professionals in Tax 

Mr. Olatunji Abdulrazaq

Mr. Allu Dogara 

latunji is the founder Taxmobile.Online and currently a ODirector,Tax & Regulatory Services at Nolands Nigeria 
Professional Services. Prior to this, Olatunji worked as 

the Senior Manager -Tax, Regulatory & Advisory Services at 
Saffron Professional Services, Tax and Fiscal Reporting 
Accountant of Schlumberger Nigeria Limited and as an Audit 
Trainee in Ernst & Young. His experience covers the full range of 
services in internal audit and control, transfer pricing, arbitration, 
tax advisory and regulatory services, audit support, forensics 
investigation and due-diligence.

Olatunji holds a B.Sc in Accounting from the University of Ado-
Ekiti, an Advanced Diploma in Transfer Pricing (Thomas Jefferson 
School of Law, San Diego USA) and a certificate in International 
Financial Reporting (ACCA). He is a member of the Association  of 
National Accountants of Nigeria (ANAN), an affiliate member of 
the Chartered Institute of Public Finance and Accountancy 
(CIPFA, UK),Associate Member of the Chartered Institute of 
Arbitrators (UK), Associate Member Certified Fraud Examiners, 
Member, Chartered Institute of Administration, Associate 
Member of the Australian Tax Institute,  and Member, 
International Fiscal Association.

llu is a Holder of B.Sc Political Science and a Lincensed AHuman Resource Practitioner. 

A Human Resources Specialist with extensive experience in 
Organizational Management. Highly Skilled in Record 
Management, Monitoring and Data Management. His 
background in Human Resources Management has allowed him 
manage workforce with exceptional Performance.

Currently, He is a Deputy Manager Human Resources, FIRS and 
manages all records on the Office of the Coordinating, General 
Tax Operation Group. He also serves as the SERVICOM Focal 
Person for the General Tax Operation Group.

To watch: youtu.be/p-z5xHhcmS8
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Mr. Edem Andah 

LLB HONS, BL, LLM, MA Taxation, FCTI, B.Th

Olubusola Ajala

PANELISTS 1st Panel Session:
r Andah started his legal career as state counsel, rising Mearly to become Assistant Director of criminal 
prosecutions and Litigations. He joined Shell Nigeria 

Development and production company (SPDC) as legal adviser and 
contracts draftsman in 1989. He was the pioneer, head of tax, in 
SPDC. He did his first expatriation to Shell Expro, UK and Shell 
International (SIPM) in the Hague in The Netherlands, in 1995 to 
returning to Nigeria in 1997. Mr Andah was also head of Shell Africa 
Oil Products Tax from 2004 to 2007, based in Nairobi Kenya, 
responsible for Shell downstream africa tax in 30 African countries. 
On leaving Shell, Mr Andah relocated to London, as the International 
Tax manager for Sub -Sahara Africa, with Baker Hughes UK Limited. 
He returned to Nigeria as Partner, with Ernst Young (EY) responsible 
for oil and gas tax services. In 2016, Mr Andah became Tax partner 
with the tier 1 commercial law firm of Olaniwun Ajayi LP. 

Mr Andah's career and has seen him work in the public and private 
sectors in Nigeria and other jurisdictions.* He has pioneered the 
setting up of tax practices and has coached and mentored several 
tax persons and practitioners, who occupy strategic tax positions in 
multinational companies as well as with the Big- 4/5 consulting firms 
globally. Mr Andah continues to encourage and engage with young 
and aspiring lawyers and accountants who are interested in 
taxation. He has and continues to engage in thought leadership and 
is an Examiner of a UK based taxation body. He belongs to several 
fiscal study groups and is a member of UK based Chatham House.

she is a legal practitioner with 10 years' work experience in multiple 
industries including real estate, oil & gas and telecommunications. 
As a Performance and Result Coach, Busola, combines both her 
legal and business expertise in delivering practicable solutions to 
her clients. Busola is also a Strategy and Business Development 
Consultant, Emotional Intelligence Certified Specialist, and the 
Profitable Lawyers Coach.

As the foremost thought leader of The Business of Law concept, 
Founder and Director of Studies at Strictly Law Business Academy, 
the premier business academy for lawyers in Nigeria, Busola is 
committed to helping lawyers build profitable law practice and 
changing the narratives of both the profession and the industry as a 
whole.

Busola is a self-led, disciplined, and highly motivated professional. 
Whilstunwavering in the pursuit of her life goals and career 
aspirations, Busola isalso committed to helping others achieve their 
desired success and at the same time making high-impact 
contributions to the development of her professional industry.

To watch: youtu.be/p-z5xHhcmS8
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MODERATOR 1st Panel Session:

Dr Seyi Olanrewaju

PANELISTS 1st Panel Session:
e is a three-time recipient of the CFO of the year award in HNigeria's Telecommunication Industry – 2016, 2018 & 2019, 
Recognised as Noble ICAN Member in 2020 and Recipient 

of Africa Influencer Award 2020 to mention a few. He has held 
various roles in Multi-National Organisations including Exxon Mobil, 
PwC, Zenith Bank Plc, MTN Nigeria, General Electric, Internet 
Solutions, Konga Online Shopping Mail & Vodacom Business Africa, 
Nigeria.

Seyi is a seasoned IFRS/IPSAS expert, Author and respected analyst 
on Corporate Governance and Financial/Corporate Reporting 
matters with experience spanning over 20 years in Corporate 
Governance, Leadership, Finance Strategy – Planning and 
Budgeting, Financial Reporting, Compliance, Audit and 
Investigation, Treasury & Tax Management, Inventory, Procurement, 
Risk and Asset Management.

He is also partner at Risk Free Tutors & Xerocube Professional – 
accredited ICAN & ACCA Silver tuition provider and Non-Executive 
Director in some companies. He is a fellow of ICAN, CITN, AFAR, IoD, 
SFCG, CIMA (UK) and ACCA (UK).

Oluwaseun (more commonly known as Sage) is the Founder of 
Commercially Aware and an Associate in the Banking,  Finance and 
FinTech teams of Aluko & Oyebode, a full service commercial law 
firm in Lagos. 

For his work at Commercially Aware and his passion for giving back 
value, Sage has been recognised as one of the top 21 New 
Establishments of 2019 by YNaija and in November, 2020, he was 
nominated for The Future Africa Awards Prize for Lawyers. 

Sage graduated top of his class at Obafemi Awolowo university with 
a first class degree in Law and received the Justice Kayode Esho's 
1st Prize for Professional Ethics & Skills at the Nigerian Law School. 
Before joining A&O, he had gained graduate internship experience 
in the Tax teams of KPMG and PwC to mention but a few.

To watch: youtu.be/p-z5xHhcmS8To watch: youtu.be/p-z5xHhcmS8
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PANELISTS 2nd Panel Session:
Role of Technology and Blockchain in 
Tax Administration

Naomi Thompson

Mr Olufemi Olarinde

aomi Thompson a non-practicing lawyer, utilising both her Nbusiness and legal experience. After working as an in-
house legal counsel, she transitioned into a business role 

where she gained cross-functional experience in emerging 
markets, strategy implementation and business operations.  Naomi 
served as the chief of staff for the group COO of an investment 
company with subsidiaries in Africa and the United Kingdom. She 
led multiple large strategic projects and supported the COO, by 
executing the strategic objectives.

In her role as Vice President, legal solutions, she focuses on legal 
innovation, transforming the way legal services are delivered by 
combining technology, artificial intelligence, and data analytics to 
deliver answers that impact every aspect of business performance. 
In short, she assists her clients to implement innovative approaches 
by incorporating technology into their legal delivery.

Naomi graduated from Hult International Business School's (Boston) 
MBA with distinction and an LLB from the University of KwaZulu-
Natal, South Africa. She was selected in the Mail and Guardian 2019 
Women Changing South Africa, in the Law and Justice category.
Named by Africa Law Tech: Top 50 Individuals Leading Legal 
Innovation in Africa in 2020

LARINDE, Michael Olufemi is a multi-disciplinary Oprofessional, holds a Bachelor degree in Banking and 
Finance, Masters Degree in Financial Management. A 

Certified Professional Accountant, Chartered Tax Associate and 
Chartered Human Resources Professional. 

He is a Senior Manager at the Federal Inland Revenue Service (FIRS) 
and presently the Tax Policy Support to the Executive Chairman of 
the FIRS. 

He specializes in Tax Policy,  Legislation and Research and has sat 
on several national committees for the development of tax policies 
and tax legislation in Nigeria. 

Prominent among such committees are National Tax Policy Review 
Committee, National Tax Policy Implementation Committee, Nigeria 
Non-Interest Finance Working Group and the National Tobacco 
Taxation Working Group.

To watch: youtu.be/C_xaYVcHVZw
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Armstrong Takang Ph.D.  

PANELISTS 2nd Panel Session:

Dr Adeniyi Onamusi  
CEO, Carter Consulting Ltd

deniyi is a Certified Chartered Accountant with 13 years' experience Ain Strategy, and Financial Management. A management executive 
with experience in tax, revenue generation, corporate strategy, 

business finance, human capital management and marketing. A dynamic 
and passionate leader, mentor and professional with focus on revenue 
optimization, people development and corporate expansion.

Dr Niyi is a medical doctor with a MSc. Major Programmes Management from 
the University of Oxford, U.K., MSc. International Management University of 
Liverpool, and MA. Marketing Management, University of Durham, U.K. He is 
affiliated in different capacity with various professional institutions such as 
the Chartered Institute of Personnel Management Nigeria (CIPM, Nigeria) 
Society for Human resource Management (SHRM, USA), Association of 
Certified Chartered Accountants (ACCA, UK), National Institute of Marketing 
(NIMN, Nigeria), Project Management Institute (PMI, USA).

He leads business partnership and stakeholder alignment across all regional 
markets. He led the development and deployment of an Analytic Solution, 
Project Lighthouse, a data warehouse that integrated with all available data 
sources from all revenue lines of the nation's economy for the purpose of 
accurate tax assessments and to align with the objectives of VAIDS at the 
Federal Ministry of Finance. VAIDS helped the government recover over 
NGN 100b in tax. He led the team of consultants that implemented the 
Revenue Management System for Ogun State Inland Revenue Services

He is a renowned Subject Matter Expert in Tax, Corporate Finance, 
Corporate Strategy, Talent Management, Strategic Alliances, Project 
Management, Process Improvement, Innovation Management, Business 
Development

pecial Adviser (ICT) to Honourable Minister, at Federal SMinistry of Finance, Budget & National Planning Nigeria.

Dr. Armstrong Takang is an innovative and visionary technology 
executive, author and entrepreneur. He specializes in the provision 
of consulting, advisory, implementation and project management 
services in the area of Information and Communications 
Technology. 

He led the implementation of the voluntary assets and income 
declaration scheme (VAIDS) in 2017 which helped the government 
recover over NGN 100b in tax. He has over 25 years extensive and 
hands-on international experience in designing, planning, 
budgeting and executing large-scale projects using high-
performance teams. He also acts as Adviser to Ministers, Director 
Generals and other Senior Government Officials. 

Armstrong is an award-winning business-savvy and focused 
executive with experience working with board members, 
management and operational teams across multiple industry 
segments such as Tax, Financial Services, Insurance, High-tech, 
Healthcare, Education, Transportation, Agriculture, Federal, State 
and Local Governments, Automobile, and Foundations. 

To watch: youtu.be/C_xaYVcHVZw
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ALFREDO COLLOSA 

PANELISTS 2nd Panel Session:

Ksenija Cipek

MODERATOR 2nd Panel Session:

onsultant and tutor in Tax Administration at CIAT and the IMF. CConsultant Tax Inspector Without Borders (OECD UNDP). 
RAAM IEF Spain Coordinator. Official of AFIP (Argentina) 

Professor. Investigator. Author of books, publications and lecturer. 
Official Master in Public Finance and Tax Administration (UNED-IEF). 
Tax Specialist. Public accountant. Degree in Administration. AMLCA 
certificate.

senija has worked with the Ministry of Finance, Tax Administration of the KRepublic of Croatia for almost 3 decades. She is a highly respected and 
recognised international tax expert who was heavily involved in lawmaking 

and was responsible for several tax reforms in Croatia.

As a Project Leader she established Compliance Risk Analysis System (CRMS) and 
provided idea solution for automatic VAT refund based on Risk Analysis System in 
Croatian Tax Administration. 

She is currently involved, as a Head for Tax Risk Analysis, in a future development of 
CRM System, connection of tax legislation and CRM System through risk analysys, 
especially in an analysys of solutions for applying new technologies. 

She is Board Advisor of European Network for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (EUCED A.E.I.E. – E.E.I.G), Contributor Member of the Blockchain 
Chamber of Commerce (USA), Member of a Government Blockchain Association 
(GBA), Lecturer at the Faculty of Law of the University of Zagreb.She is an author 
and book writer.“

biola is a Technology Public Relations Consultant running her agency, AAbiola Bonuola Communications in Lagos, Nigeria. Her work involves 
helping tech brands tell better human stories that reach & engage their TA 

using PR strategies proven to increase sales. 

She has over 7 years of experience in media, marketing communications, core PR, 
and technology. She has successfully managed projects and worked with the 
world's biggest brands like Viacom Africa (MTV Shuga Naija 2018 & 2019), Reckitt 
(Dettol & JIK 2019 - 2020), Nigerian Breweries, MTN Nigeria, Enough Is Enough 
Nigeria, ImpactHER (2021), creative agencies like Livespot and X3M Ideas and tech 
brands like Betway (2018 - 2019), VBank (2021), CribMD, Shecluded, Binomo and 
iRecharge. 

Abiola recently received a partial scholarship for her MBA programme at the 
University of Suffolk, United Kingdom. She's a graduate of Mass Communications 
from Bowen University, Iwo and she has studied at renowned professional 
institutions like Orange Academy and PR Academy.
She enjoys talking about Tech PR, startups, marketing communications, and digital 
public relations on TikTok and LinkedIn.

To watch: youtu.be/C_xaYVcHVZw
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PANELISTS 3rd Panel Session:

Temitayo Akinosi

Nana Ama Sarfo 

Role of Women in Tax: Our Story
Temitayo is a Tax Professional with over 10years experience. She is 
currently the Tax Planning & Management Manager in 9mobile (one 
of the foremost telcos in Nigeria). Prior to this, she was a Senior Tax 
Advisor in KPMG, where she led various tax & regulatory 
engagements in the Oil & Gas unit of the Tax, Regulatory & People 
Services (TRPS) Division.

Temitayo has great insight and experience on tax matters bothering 
on Individuals, Enterprises, Companies, e.t.c., in the Nigerian tax 
space, and continues to provide professional guide in this regard in 
the course of her career. She also has interest for Accounting and 
Administration, as this was her initial flair before the Tax world 
beckoned on her.

Temitayo is a Chartered Accountant (ACA) with a B.Sc. in Economics.

ana is a contributing editor for Tax Notes International and a Ntax contributor for Forbes. 

She writes about breaking international tax news, including 
European tax developments, the digital economy, base erosion and 
profit shifting, tax transparency, taxation in the developing world, 
and practitioner reactions to OECD guidance. Previously, she was a 
managing editor for Thomson Reuters in New York and a senior tax 
reporter for Law360, where she authored over 1,800 articles and 
was a founding writer of the tax newswire. 

Ama holds a law degree from Columbia Law School.

To watch: youtu.be/9QegJkZWdWM
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Ana Paula Dourado

PANELISTS 3rd Panel Session:

na is full professor at the University of Lisbon and has been Avisiting professor at other European, American and African 
Universities, and at MoF Training Institute in Taiwan. She is 

Editor-In-Chief of Intertax, and member of editorial boards and 
scientific committees of several other European tax journals. She 
has acted as an expert at the legal department of the IMF, and has 
drafted and negotiated tax reforms in Portuguese-speaking 
countries. She was a delegate for Portugal in working groups for 
direct tax harmonization at the European Community and in the 
working group for tax evasion and avoidance at the OECD. Dourado 
is a founding member of the Group for Research in European and 
International Taxation (GREIT). She is Vice President of the Institute 
for Fiscal, Tax and Economic Law (IDEFF). She was also a member of 
the European Association of Tax Law Professors (EATLP) Executive 
Board (2013-2017) and Academic Committee (2018-2020; 2006-
2012). She has published widely on international, European and 
comparative tax law.

Abimbola Abdur-Rahman Lekki 

he is a public sector specialist, certified management Sdevelopment consultant and a fellow of the Chartered 
Institute of Taxation. She also combines roles as a tax 

attorney, trainer, Legal research strategist, and currently Head of the 
Lagos Internal Revenue Service Office, located at Aguda/Ijesha in 
Lagos State where she and her colleagues take pride in being a one-
stop center for all tax –related queries in their vicinity.

She has two degrees in law and is in active pursuit of a third; her 
thesis is a tri-jurisdictional comparative study of Cooperative 
Compliance Model in Australia, South Africa and Nigeria.

She is a 2019 beneficiary of the Research Methods Program of the 
International Centre for Tax and Development, on whose platform 
she published her blog piece ''Digitalizing Taxation in Nigeria: 
Challenges and Recommendations.'' She uses her #bridgenthegap 
series on LinkedIn to enlighten on various topical issues affecting 
tax administration in Nigeria. Her research interests include sub-
national financing, taxation, voluntary compliance, Local 
Government Revenue challenges, curbing revenue leakages, tax 
for service etc.

To watch: youtu.be/9QegJkZWdWM
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MODERATOR 3rd Panel Session:

Chioma Ezenwafor

Luckystar Miyandazi 

PANELISTS 3rd Panel Session:

uckystar is an  International  Tax  Specialist, with experience Lworking on policy research and political economy analysis. 
She is currently the Tax Inspectors Without Borders  Project 

Specialist and Coordinator for Africa  with the United Nations 
Development Programme  (UNDP).

Previously, she worked between in  Maastricht,  the  Netherlands, and 
Brussels, Belgium on international policy, including tax policy and 
political economy issues in Europe and Africa relations for a 
thinktank. 

She has also worked as team lead  in  coordinating and managing 
pan-African campaigns and advocacy activities across more than 20 
African countries on  tax  justice issues at ActionAid  International and  
Tax  Justice Network-Africa. In  2020 she was listed as one of  
TaxCOOP's 35 Leaders of  the  Future  in  Taxation excellence,  in  
recognition of her work as a promising young  tax  policy expert who 
passionately contributes to  the  advancement of  taxation and  tax  
justice. Outside her work, her  interests  include traveling, singing 
and dancing.

 graduate of Mass Communication, currently pursuing a Masters degree in ACommunications. Over a decade of experience as a Journalist. A gender and 
Communications Consultant who also writes articles for websites and content 

marketing for brands. Former Head of News at the foremost audio-visual news and talk 
radio station, 92.3 Nigeria Info FM and Music stations, 95.9 Cool FM and 94.1 Wazobia 
FM in Port Harcourt.

Currently the News Editor/Correspondent for the three radio stations and a 
producer/Co-Host for the only female-focused segment on Nigeria Info Fm, FEMALE 
OUTCOME. She's also the Host of Follow the Money program on Nigeria Info which 
aims to track development in oil rich communities. The Host of VAWIP program on 
Nigeria Info FM in 2019, a program used to encourage women participation in politics.

She is among 50 African Women in Media celebrated in 2020 for working actively in 
media and journalism across Africa. She won The Media Awards prize for News Editor 
of the Year 2019 edition. The Prize Winner of Reporting Migration Competition in 2020 
launched by the UN Migration, IOM. A public speaker who has shared thoughts and 
ideas on key platforms like TEDx and UN75 event. Published articles that can be found 
on nigeriainfo.fm , reportingmigration.org, newstimedaily.ng and isparkng.com, an 
online lifestyle Magazine for Professionals and Entrepreneurs. Whose contributions 
have led to the success of events and Media Projects like the Startup Port Harcourt 
Week and a reality TV show for Entrepreneurs, the Grind TV Show.

As a Journalist, holds several training certificates in various areas like Gender 
Reporting, Conflict Sensitive Reporting, Social Media and Journalism, Family Planning 
Reporting, Common Ground Journalism, Peace Journalism, Investigative Journalism, 
Solution Journalism, Voice Training, Broadcasting, to mention a few.

To watch: youtu.be/9QegJkZWdWM

16



Taxinspire
Conference 2021

COMMITTEE
PLANNING

17



QUOTES 

Taxinspire
Conference 2021

18



QUOTES 

Taxinspire
Conference 2021

19



QUOTES 

Taxinspire
Conference 2021

20



COMMUNIQUE ISSUED AT THE END OF 
THE TAX INSPIRE CONFERENCE 2021 

HELD ON MONDAY, JULY 12, 2021

The Tax House Team in collaboration with Churchill Solicitors, 
and Deluxe Legal hosted the TAX INSPIRE CONFERENCE 2021. 
The conference was a one-day event with conversations centering 
around Role of Professionals in Tax, Women in Tax, Tax 
Administrators, and Tax Practitioners. The 2021 conference was 
themed:  THE FUTURE OF TAX PRACTICE: GAME CHANGERS.
The keynote Speakers and Panelists were drawn from different 
professions in the Tax Space, globally. 
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The panel sessions were:

The role of professionals 
in the future of tax

The role of blockchain 
and technology in the 
future of tax

The role of women in tax 
- our story
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OBSERVATIONS
●       The tax space is not saturated. There is a wide margin between SMEs, taxpayers and tax 
professionals that services these businesses.

●       Majority of citizens pay tax because they want to benefit from public goods and services 
that their governments should provide, such as security, road, and power infrastructures, 
amongst others. However, in most countries, especially developing countries, the taxpayers 
lack the sense of these benefits because there are no well-defined programs and strategies to 
deliver these by majority of our governments.

●       There is a misconception about studying tax at the university level. For example, 
university students rarely find passion in tax because they think that it is boring, requires a lot of 
figures and mathematical calculations. However, the discipline of taxation has many sides to it. 
Studying tax can be fun and help students to make contributions to different programmes and 
focus on academia, law, policy making, just to mention a few.

●       Technology has become a part of our everyday life. However, there is a problem with tech 
literacy. Statistics have shown that there would be about 250,000,000 jobs that would require 
digital skills by the year 2030.

●       Technology and blockchain cannot solve the fundamental problems in the tax system.

●       Technology helps to strengthen the tax administration processes. It eliminates the place 
of thinking time.

●       Developing economies are ready to accept digitalization but are not yet at the level of 
developed countries, though efforts are channeled towards the digitalization of tax 
administrative processes in most developing countries.

●       Globally, there are no gender restrictions for women to enter the tax space. However, 
women tend to face more bias in practice and this is prominent for tax practitioners than in 
other sectors of the tax space.
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RECOMMENDATIONS
The use of technology in tax should be backed by 
the relevant laws and legislation for it to be 
effective.

The government should come up with well-defined 
programs for taxpayers to understand the benefits 
derivable from tax.

Lawyers should be encouraged to join the tax 
space. Their relevance would come to play with 
their critical and analytic mind, which will be of great 
value to influence policies in the tax space.

There should be more awareness to the public on 
tax-sponsored project in various communities, this 
will bring compliance in payment of tax

For university and law school graduates who come 
into the tax space, they should first explore different 
areas of tax to have fundamental knowledge, and in 
the process, find an area of interest before 
specializing.

For specialization, the following is expected:

●       Get certifications relevant to your field
●       Articleship
●       Mentoring and coaching
●       Writing and research
●       Commercial awareness
There are lots of opportunities in tax yet to be 
explored in the informal sector. Lots of attention 

should shift to this area, but first, there is a need for 
tax education to fill the knowledge gap.
For tax compliance:

●       There should be legal measures, such as an 
agreement between taxpayers and administration.
●       There should be a simplification of tax for 
taxpayers to be able to fulfill their obligation simply.
●       When drafting legislation, all stakeholders 
should be involved

Technology should be at the center of 
transformation and the human element should be 
factored in.

Technology and blockchain will ensure 
transparency, enhance between the taxpayers and 
tax administrators and also fight corruption.
Technology and tax knowledge should be 
introduced in the tax curriculums at an early stage 
to prepare students for the future.

The following is important for women in the tax 
space:
●       The government should come up with laws 
and legislation to encourage women's participation 
in tax policy making and tax administration.
●       Women interested in taxation should expand 
their networks, join communities of women in tax 
and contribute to the tax space
●       Women in tax should support each other, find 
more seasoned female mentors to approach and 
look up to and provide support for one another.
●       There are more opportunities that women in 
tax can explore and build expertise by choosing to 
study tax and specialize tax courses
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CONTACT US 
For more Information about the Conference 

or Partnership/collaboration for the 2nd Edition 
please visit- www.taxhouseng.com
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Prof M.T Abdulrazaq
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